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MINISTER’S LETTER 
The Power of Passion and Purpose 

“One thing I do forgetting what lies behind, I reach out for what lies ahead with my 

eyes fixed on the goal” Phil 3:13 

 

The renowned public speaker and author Rick Warren defines Passion as “what 

mobilizes armies into action, causes explorers to boldly go where no man’s gone 

before.  It causes scientists to spend late night hours trying to find the cure for a 

dreaded disease. Passion is what turns an athlete into a great athlete that breaks 

records.  It is the creative force behind all great art, all great drama, all great music, all 

great architecture, all great writing.  Nothing great is ever accomplished in life without 

passion. Nothing great is ever sustained in life without passion.” According to R.W. 

Emerson, “Passion, though a bad regulator is a powerful spring, it rebuilds the world 

for the youth and makes all things alive and significant”.  Passion and purpose are like 

Siamese twins, they go together. Life without purpose becomes trivial, petty, and 

pointless.  When one has a clear purpose, it gives one a lot of passion.  In order to 

develop passion, one needs in every stage of life to keep asking what is the purpose of 

my life at this point in time? In Hymns and Psalms 806, V.2, asks the question: “What 

is our mission here?”  H.D. Rack in assessing John Wesley and the Rise of Methodism 

describes him as Reasonable Enthusiast. The DNA of early Methodism was 

enthusiasm.  The term “Methodist” was a pejorative term coined to describe early 

Methodists because of their zeal and passion.  Lack of Passion in the Church of 

Laodecia is described by the word lukewarm of which the original text in Greek could 

be paraphrased thus: “Jesus says I would rather have you hot or cold, being lukewarm 

makes me sick to my stomach." There is immense power in having passion driven by 

purpose. 

 

The month of September could be described as a month of new beginnings, with  
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children going to new schools and colleges and Methodist ministers moving to 

pastures new. Most companies and charities begin their year in this month. Beginning 

a new year always generates some form of enthusiasm in which we could explore our 

passion in life and redefine our purpose. The last two years since my arrival in this 

circuit have been occupied with discussions on a five-year plan. Churches have been 

encouraged to re-evaluate their mission statements and find some focus of mission in 

their contexts.  For the last ten years or so, the Connexional office has made mission 

the catch phrase and defined four priorities of the Methodist Church: Worship, 

Service, Evangelism and Learning.  In the last two Conferences in which I was 

Connexional representative, the issue of decline in membership across the Connexion 

has been addressed.  This year’s Conference addressed the issue of decline in great 

length culminating in a letter signed by the President, Vice President and Secretary of 

conference in July to the churches across the Connexion “encouraging every Church 

Council annually to address and answer the question ‘do you have a growth plan or 

an end of life plan?’  Also “What are the challenges and changes facing your 

community? What is each church and circuit’s plan for responding to the urgent call on 

the Methodist people to share the love of God in Jesus Christ in word and action? How 

might we listen more carefully to the promptings of the Spirit, day by day?” 

 

In light of the recommendations both to our Church Council and Annual General 

Meeting from the Think Tank on the five-year plan, at Lidgett this seems to distil to 

answering these simple questions: What are we passionate about in relation to our 

existence in Roundhay as a church with glorious, wonderful past? What do we 

perceive as our purpose for the future? What is the one thing we feel passionate 

(zealous, enthusiastic) to do and accomplish? Where should we channel our energy in 

the New Year? 

Daniel 

THE LINK 

The  suggestion that we should ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost of 

the Link has been received positively and so we will put a basket out each Sunday in 

the lobby for people to do this. The magazine has always been free and this will 

remain the case. However, it costs about 80p per copy to produce after income from 

advertising and so any additional help to meet this cost is welcome. Editor. 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 

URC and St Edmund’s CoE 

The Harvest Laws   (from The Trampled Vineyard) 

What we hear in the harvest laws in Leviticus is the spirit of love so evident to us later 
in Jesus. This is what makes them relevant to our time, when harvests come all year 
round, from many lands. 

“When strangers settle with you in your land, 

 you shall not oppress them.  

They shall be treated as natives born among you, 

 and you shall love them as people like yourselves, 

 because you were aliens in Egypt. I AM THE LORD.” Leviticus 19: 33-34 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, 

 you shall not reap into the edges of your field;  

neither shall you glean the loose ears of your crop; 

 you shall not completely strip your vineyard 

 nor gather the fallen grapes. 

You shall leave them 

 for the poor and the foreigner. I AM THE LORD.” Leviticus 19: 9-10 

The earth is fruitful 

May we be generous. 

The earth is fragile 

May we be gentle. 

The earth is fractured 

May we be just. 

Creating God, 

Harvest in us joy and generosity 

As we together share in thanks and giving. 

Christian Aid Prayer.  
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 

LIDGETT PARK 

3rd Sept 10.30 am Mr John Clay  

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton Methodist Church 

10th Sept 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu 

    6.30 pm Chapel Allerton Methodist Church  

17th Sept 10.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu 

    6.00 pm Oakwood Church   United Service  

24th Sept 10.30 am Revd Dr Neil Richardson  Holy Communion 

         & Harvest Festival 

    6.30 pm Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Ecumenical Service 

THORNER 

3rd Sept 9.30 am Mr Paul Spencer  

10th Sept 9.30 am Dr Stanley Pearson 

17th Sept 9.30 am Revd Marion Bright     

  6.00 pm Oakwood Church   United Service 

24th Sept 9.30 am Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu  Holy Communion  

Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God: for he is gracious, and a 

song of praise is fitting. Psalm 147 verse 1 (NRSV) 

A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH COMMUNITY 
God of us all, we thank you that you place us in community, 
to enable and encourage each other, to share and grow together. 
Help those of us who are usually silent or silenced, to speak and be heard. 
Help those of us who are always heard, 
to learn to make space for others to have voice. 
Help us to be all people who listen with our hearts, 
value each other’s differences, and work together 
as we listen to your word and wisdom. 
Please broaden our minds and hearts to be in tune with yours, 
that we may see as you see, and love as you love. 
Help us to recognise that, 
in enabling and encouraging each other with your kindness, 
our communities, and each of us in them, may grow and flourish.  Amen 
                                                                                Ruth Yorke, deacon, Birmingham District 
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WHAT DOES A CHRISTIAN BELIEVE? 

The first Christians called themselves, and were known as, the followers of the Way 

(see, for example, Acts 9.2, 18.25-26, 22.4, 24.14, 14.22). In other words, they saw 

themselves first and foremost as a group of people who modelled their lives on the 

way Jesus had lived. In Paul’s letter to Philippians (2. 5-11) there is an early summary 

of belief as to the nature and person of Jesus, but formal statements of belief in the 

form of the Creeds as we have them followed much later in the 4th and 5th Centuries. 

The language of these is difficult, involving as it does technical terms taken from Latin 

and Greek and even at the time there was misunderstanding between different 

branches of the Church as to the exact meaning of these words. They have been a 

source of much disagreement down the centuries.  It was refreshing, therefore, to see 

in the Parish Church in Bamburgh a simple statement of belief in modern English: 

We believe in God our Father, who created the world in love, who created men and 

women in his own image to live with each other in the ways of love, justice and for-

giveness. Who is to be found in human love, in the glory of nature, in the marvels of 

science, in the beauty of music and poetry. Who is with us in any sadness, loneliness or 

fear – and in our joys and celebrations. Who is near, not far off and we can come to 

him in prayer. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, who was born and lived a human life in Palestine 2000 

years ago. Who showed God’s love to the poor, the outsider, the ordinary and the rich. 

In whose life we see what God is like – forgiving, accepting, healing and challenging. 

Who gave his life in love, dying on a cross and reconciling the world to God. Who is 

with us always. Who sent out his followers to change the world, taking the message of 

good news to all people. Who asks his followers to keep on doing this today. 

We believe in The Holy Spirit, who is the presence of God within each person, guiding 

us in the way of truth. Who helps us to realise our potential and become fully the per-

son God made us to be. Who is the ‘invisible go-between’ connecting us with God and 

other people and making us aware of their needs. Who encourages us in gifts of love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Who is 

at work in the Church and in the world. 

You may well take issue with some of this, or have your reservations, but at least it is 

understandable! Stan Pearson. 
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THORNER BROADSHEET 

Once again, many thanks to all our many friends from  Oakwood  Church, Lidgett Park  
and from the villages of Thorner and Shadwell and the rest of the Leeds North And 
East Circuit who have supported our fund raising events during the last Connexional 
year. 

Our last event, The July Summer Fayre, was for our own church funds; this was  a 
great success held in the morning as we did last year.  Many thanks to all who came, it 
was lovely to see you. We raised over £264. This  wonderful total would have been 
impossible without your loyal support. Thank You !!! 

Our next  coffee morning will  be held on Saturday Sept 16th from 10-12noon, in aid of 
St Gemma’s Hospice. We will be having our usual cake stall, bric-a-brac stall and our 
famous bacon butties so do join us if you can and help us raise a lot of money for this 
very worthwhile causes.   

Please make a note in your diaries of our Autumn Fayre which will take place on 
Saturday November  18th from 10-12 noon. All the usual stalls plus extra items 
running up to Christmas including Christmas cards and Christmas cakes for sale! 

It just remains for us here in Thorner to wish you all a very blessed new Connexional 
year. 

Ann Johnson Senior Church Steward  
Tel: 0113  2893532, Mob: 07949809375, Email: vanceann@btinternet.com 

THORNER CHURCH Fund Raising Events Programme for 2017 (all Saturday events)  

Date   Time    Event 
Sept 16th  10-12 noon  St Gemma’s Hospice 
Nov 18th  10-12 noon  Christmas Fayre TMC Funds 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 

If thou wouldst become a pilgrim on the path of love, the first condition is that thou 
become as humble as dust and ashes.  Al- Ansari 

Humility like darkness reveals the heavenly lights. Henry David Thoreau 

Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
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THURSDAY HOUSE GROUP 

Our meetings begin again this month on Thursday 21st at 7.45 pm in Shadwell 

Methodist Church. We meet every two weeks and will continue using books from the 

‘Little Book of Guidance’ series published by SPCK. The books for this session will be 

two written by John Pritchard, formerly Bishop of Oxford, Why Go to Church?  and 

How do I Pray? I think both address questions that are relevant. 

Stan Pearson  

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 

Meeting fortnightly on Thursdays at 7.45 pm in the Community Hall.   Speakers, en-

tertainment, good company and refreshments provided at the small cost of £3 per 

evening.   Do come along and join us, even if you can only come occasionally. 

14th Sept.     Members' Evening.    Fun and Games for those not still away on holiday. 

28th Sept.     Elsie Ayres "New Chapters".   You will each need to bring along a 12" 

ruler and a pencil (and a pair of scissors might be helpful).    Intriguing, eh?   Don't 

forget!  

Lynne 

SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH CAFÉ MORNING 10.00 am– 12.30 pm 
Dates and specialities as follows: 
19th September Toasties 
17th October Baked Potatoes 
21st November Soups 
19th December Christmas Food 

THORNER WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP @ 2.00 pm in the Social Centre. All welcome. 

Wednesday 13th Sept  Revd Dr Daniel Mwailu 

Wednesday 27th Sept  Mrs Joyce Kilvington 

My wife's jealousy is getting ridiculous. The other day she looked at my calendar and 
wanted to know who May was.  Rodney Dangerfield 
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BECOMING A DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY 

St Edmund’s parish Roundhay, has been selected by Leeds Older People’s Forum, to 
receive intensive support for 1 year from June 2017, to work towards Roundhay 
becoming a dementia-friendly community.  

Revd Bridget Hawkins will be taking a lead in this project, and will be working with 
Maria Florez. Maria is employed by Leeds Older People’s Forum, as their Dementia 
Friendly Communities Officer. Together, Maria and Bridget will be working with 
individuals, community groups, businesses and organisations in Roundhay, to effect 
transformation and change, to benefit those living with dementia, and those who care 
for them. 

The Alzheimer’s Society describes a dementia-friendly community as: 

“A city, town or village, where people with dementia are understood, respected and 
supported, and confident they can contribute to community life. In a dementia-
friendly community people will be aware of and understand dementia, and people 
with dementia will feel included and involved, and have choice and control over their 
day to day lives.” 

Bridget will be preaching at St Edmund’s on the subject of dementia-friendly 
community on Sunday 24th September, when there will also be an opportunity to meet 
Maria at the 10am service.  

If you’d like to know more about this project, or would like to consider being actively 
involved, Bridget would be delighted to hear from you: 

bridget_hawkins_bfc@hotmail.com         07518045133. 

Introducing Maria Florez, Dementia-Friendly Communities Officer 

About me: 
My name is Maria Angelica Florez and I work at the Older People’s Forum as a 
Dementia Friendly Communities Officer. Prior to this role I was part of the local 
neighbourhood network in Roundhay, so I am very excited to support this amazing 
community to become dementia-friendly. 
I hope Roundhay becomes a reference for more communities in Leeds to accept the 
challenge to become dementia-friendly. 
 
About the project: 
Dementia-Friendly Roundhay is funded by Leeds North Clinical Commissioning Group 
in partnership with Leeds Community Foundation.  
Leeds Older People’s Forum and St Edmund’s church have become partners to make 
Roundhay a dementia-friendly community. 

mailto:bridget_hawkins_bfc@hotmail.com
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With your help, by 2018 Roundhay will be a community where people living with de-

mentia and their carers feel supported, understood and valued as active members of 

their community. Anyone can be affected by dementia, but we believe there is a lot 

more to a person than their condition. 

If you are interested to know more about this project, please get in contact with your 
Church/ Parish – 
Twitter: @DFRoundhay 
Facebook: Dementia Friendly Roundhay 
 
Or contact me, Maria: maria@opforum.org.uk  

PROPERTY FRAUD 

You may have heard or seen on television just recently an article about  a Chinese 
gentleman who nearly lost his home through fraud. His post was interfered with and 
stolen by two men (who are now in prison) who then had details about his identity. It 
was only picked up because his daughter worked for an Estate Agent and spotted that 
his house was up for sale. He didn’t know anything about it.  Anyone can have a 
marker put against their address with the Land Registry so that they can check if it 
really is you selling the property. You are at risk if:- 

You are mortgage free 
You have no deeds (nowadays you do not need them) 
You are renting 
The house is empty.  
Sign up at www.gov/property -alert  OR phone 03000060478 
Val Faint 

THANK YOU 

On behalf of this year’s project group I would like to record a very sincere thank you 

to all of you in our church community who have helped and supported the events 

which were arranged to raise money for the two charities the church meeting had 

identified for the year 2016-2017. It has been heart-warming to witness your 

commitment to giving to causes beyond the domestic life of Lidgett Park. We feel so 

glad that because of your generosity we have exceeded our target and had lots of 

enjoyment. We send good wishes to next year’s project Group. Jan Rippin. 

The final total raised should be ready for the October Link but will be in excess of our 

target of £10,000. Ed. 
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ART EXHIBITION 

The Art Exhibition on Saturday June 17th (part of the Roundhay Art Festival Ed) was 

really good and so interesting with much variety, as each exhibitor also explained 

patiently their art to us. We very much enjoyed the strawberries and cream and 

scones, especially because the tables were near to the beautiful stained glass windows 

of Lidgett Park Church, as we could view the windows at close quarters. 

On such a lovely afternoon we felt really blessed as the gracious ladies were in 

attendance and we all chatted and relaxed in God’s house. Thank you to all concerned. 

Joyce Wood. 

My understanding is that the provisional figure for the money raised for the projects by 

this event was £500. Some pictures are shown below. Ed. 



11 

SWING DANCE July 8th. 

There had been such positive enjoyment of the Swing Dance evening in July 2016 that  
this year’s Project Group – with the support of Becky Todd and her contacts - decided 
to arrange a similar event. This duly took place on Saturday 8th July. 

As previously we hired the Queen’s Hall of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Harrogate Road where the space and facilities, including the bar, are just what is 
needed. 

The evening began with a mesmerising demonstration by Leeds Swing Dance Duo 
whose energy and smiling enjoyment of their dancing is infectious. We were also 
delighted to meet their baby daughter who happily tolerated different ‘minders’ while 
her parents were busy dancing and teaching. 

Many of the audience were persuaded by the Duo to stand up with a partner and 
make some brave and (partly) successful attempts to learn one or two basic swing 
steps, there was a gulf between those who had some facility and those who were just 
‘having a go’, but equal enjoyment. 

Following this the Little Big Band took over with their programme of jazz and swing 
music, soloists as well as whole band performances. Many of those who came were 
skilful dancers and those of us watching and listening were well entertained. 

The interval gave us time to promote the raffle prizes generously donated by local 
businesses and individuals. The tickets were drawn in time to enable the winners to 
collect their prizes at the end of the evening. 

The enthusiasm of the audience and the generosity of the band led to encores so it 
was well after 10pm when the performance ended and the wonderful Lidgett Park 
team cleared and cleaned up. Big thanks to all the partners and friends who helped 
organise and facilitate the evening – the project group would not have managed 
without them. 

It was a happy evening. And the memory which makes me smile is of the Swing Duo’s 
little baby in full size headphones to protect her little ears from the energy of the 
music. 

Jan Rippin 

The evening has so far raised over £700 for the church projects but the final figure is 
likely to be higher. Ed. 
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CRUTCHES – A MEDITATION 

One accusation often directed against church-going and religiously minded people is 
that they use their faith as a crutch. In our current society, particularly in the western 
world that puts such a high price on self-reliance, this is considered to be a damning 
indictment. It implies that you cannot stand on your own two feet. That you are weak 
and unsteady, maybe also unreliable, and that, therefore, you need some outside 
support. Hence to have to rely on a crutch is to show yourself to be insufficient to cope 
with life's challenges and pressures. 

But is that true? A crutch, as so many of us know only too well, is a source of strength 
and support, something to lean on, something we can trust. It completes what is 
missing, helps to make us feel whole again. What better description of that greater 
power outside ourselves that we call 'God' ( or 'Spirit' or 'Love' or 'Ground of Being' ). 
What better aid for our tumultuous, up-and-down, journey through life. 

It is nice, of course, to pretend that we don't need a crutch, but on our own we often 
stumble. We grow exhausted trying to deal with the challenges of the day. The 'slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune' – illness, disappointments, broken loves, broken 
lives, financial difficulties and even the pressures of unexpected success – can upset 
our precarious balance until we're ready to fall over. 

Introduce the crutch and balance returns. Meditative prayer strengthens us in 
moments of disappointment or despair. Friends surround us with their help, 
encouragement and love. As a result of our crutch we become a stronger and more 
self-sufficient person. 

One final thought. Do we know someone who is in need of help, love, support? If so 
can we be a crutch to them, to help them, to give them support in their time of need? 

Gerry Leake  

THINGS THAT HAPPEN ON A CHURCH WALK. 

We think the friendly little animal chewing Peter’s walking stick is a mink. The other 

photo shows Peter Harper subduing a herd of frisky cattle. 
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ANGUS JAMES HIGGINS 21.01.1991 to 23.07.2017 

It was with shock and great sadness that we learned of the death of Angus. He and his 

sister, Fiona, had a long association with Lidgett Park. Angus grew up through the 

Sunday School, played with the church band and kept the church computer and 

projection system in working order (much to 

everyone’s relief). He also sorted out the IT system at 

his father’s practice, I understand! 

It was apparent from an early age that Angus was a 

gifted child with a great interest in and aptitude for 

mathematics and computing. One of our members, a 

maths teacher herself, remembers sitting behind 

Angus in the interval of one of the Lidgett Drama 

Groups productions and, seeing him busy writing 

something with great concentration, looked over his 

shoulder to see what he was doing. It turned out he 

was busy trying to solve one of Fermat’s Theorems! After attending school at Keir 

Mackie and then Roundhay High School, he went up to Cambridge to read 

Mathematics first as an undergraduate and then as a postgraduate student, 

graduating with the highest honours at both levels. In addition to his glittering 

academic career, he was also an accomplished musician and was keen on sport. He 

won a half-blue for representing the university in weightlifting. 

Following university, he returned to Leeds to a job that he enjoyed but then became 

unwell with a mental illness. Despite receiving treatment and having the love and 

care of his family he continued to deteriorate over the next 3 years until his death. It 

was a time of great suffering for Angus and for his family. 

His funeral at Lidgett Park was attended by family, friends and church members and 

also by friends from his school days and colleagues. It was clear that he was held in 

high regard by a wide circle of people for he was not just clever and talented, but also 

a modest, patient and kindly person. The service was, of course, a very sad occasion 

but also, in a strange way, an uplifting one for as we remembered Angus it became 

clear how much he had achieved in his short life. We remember his parents, Joyce 

and David, and his sister, Fiona, in our  prayers.   

Stan Pearson 



14 

PROJECT 2017 -2018. 

I was saddened, though perhaps not greatly surprised, by Colin Watson's comment in 
the July / August  Link that the “ Annual Church meeting had opted for cosmetics over 
need “ in voting for the Project this coming year to raise funds to improve the en-
trance from Lidgett Place. 

It is good to remember that Lidgett has, over the past ten years or more, raised at 
least £100,000 for charities via the Project fund-raising events. These charities have 
been  local, national and international, running alongside our congregation's generous 
giving to our own church to maintain and improve our building and worship. 

By re-furbishing the main entrance it is hoped to offer a more welcoming approach to 
people coming in that way ( often for a funeral, wedding , christening etc. ) and to 
bring light to the back of the church.  Included in this work will be the addition of fully 
accessible toilets. With respect to Colin, and with tongue in cheek, might I suggest 
that  perhaps he should not get too “ bogged down”  with issues he does not agree 
with! 

The new Project committee met this week and has provisionally planned a series of 
events which we hope will appeal to all. Below is a very rough idea of what we are 
hoping to offer – look in the weekly bulletins for up-dates . I will also submit a monthly 
article to the Link for those who do not see the weekly notices. 

Confirmed dates : 

• Sunday September 24th  - Harvest Lunch and Project Launch. 

•  Thursday October 19th – Drama Group's Murder Mystery with hot supper 

•  Tuesday  December  19th – Christmas Concert with Joe, the Wendell Singers                                                                              
    and YEP Brass. 
Events to be confirmed: 

•  Mid – January  – Lunch and Laughter. Sunday lunch with comedy interludes! 

•  Spring concert by the Wesley Singers. 

•  Saturday in mid- May :– buffet tea with a nostalgic twist. 

•  End June / beginning of July – back by popular request for it's third year –  
    Swing Dance with The Little Big Band at the Queen's Hall. 
 

We are also hoping to run a series of Cuppa & Cake mornings/afternoons at a variety 
of homes.  

Three pictures donated by the Gelsthorpe's will be on show at the October Coffee 
Morning. Sealed bids can be offered. 

As the year goes on, there may be additional events added to our list. If you have any  
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suggestions , do please let one of us know.  

We hope that our selection will tempt you to join us for some, if not all, of these 
occasions, so that we can enable the work to the back of the church to be completed. 
We are sure that both our generation, and those to come, will appreciate and benefit 
from the improvements. 

Many thanks,  

Margaret Farrar   ( Chair,  on behalf of the  Project group –  Betty Ashton, Kathy 
Benson, Pat Brooke, Heather Crosby, Jenny Dalton, Jan Sanders.)   

ED DODMAN’S SUPERHERO QUIZ (for answers see page 23 ) 
It seems as though there is some confusion at Lidgettt about which superhero is 
which. Here is where you can check out who is who by identifying them from the fol-
lowing clues. 
1. Notorious playboy Bruce Wayne 
2. Is it a bird, is it a plane, no it’s …  
3. Currently played by an ex combat instructor in the Israeli army 
4. SHAZAM 
5. He has the muscles of twenty men and the brains of twenty mussels 
6. His best friend is Spotty and his nemesis Texas Pete 
7. Whose uncle told him “with great power there must come great responsibility 
8. His alter ego is the nasty school principal Benny Krupp 
9. Evil superhero named after a Percy Bysshe Shelley poem 
10. Gang of four each named after a famous painter 

FOLK WISDOM 
If your nose is close to the grindstone 
And you hold it there long enough, 
In time you’ll say there’s no such thing 
As brooks that babble and birds that sing. 
These things will all your world compose – 
Just you, the stone and your poor old nose.  
 
This piece of folk wisdom has a shrewd message – 
I am not living fully when I blot out reality with work. 

It's the friends you can call 
up at 4 am that matter. 

Marlene Dietrich 

A compromise is the art of dividing a cake in such a way that everyone believes he 
has the biggest piece. Ludwig Erhard 

The Churches must learn 
humility as well as teach it. 

George Bernard Shaw 
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TRAVELLING TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

3. Western Australia 

Although Harry and I had visited Australia before, we had never been to the Western 

coast. We were really looking forward to seeing Freemantle and Perth, our next stop 

on the cruise. 

Freemantle and Perth are sort of twin cities and we visited them both in one day. 

Freemantle has lots of history and tradition. It has a splendid Victorian port, which is 

the maritime centre of the west coastland, and boasts spectacular colonial 

architecture. It is often called the gateway to Western 

Australia’s capital city, Perth. 

We took a leisurely tour and started with Freemantle. 

The streets from the port were lined with quaint 

terraced houses, cafes and various historic buildings. 

We saw the distinctive Western Australian Maritime 

Museum, the UNESCO Freemantle prison, and the 

very unusual 12 sided Roundhouse. This was originally 

a jail and is the oldest in Western Australia. There was also a beautiful beach here 

where we walked enjoying the view of the surf crashing into the sand. 

We then continued on to Perth. Our first sight of the city was of soaring skyscrapers 

along the Swan River’s shore and in the distance the mountains of the Darling Ranges 

as a back drop. There were lots of exclusive suburbs and we passed a rather self-

important Yacht Club; we also had a lovely view of Matilda Bay and  the Victorian Old 

Swan Brewery. 

Before returning to the ship we stopped at King’s Park. This area consists of bushland, 

botanical gardens and parklands. There was also a very impressive state war 

memorial situated on a high point looking out to sea. From here there were stunning 

views over the Swan River and the city of Perth. 

There were now 3 sea days before our next landfall. The food on board ship is always 

extremely good and we did enjoy our meals, but the thing we enjoyed most while 

having the meals was meeting people from all over the world. We had free dining so 

we could sit at different tables every evening so we weren’t seeing the same people. 

Everyone was friendly and recounted tales from their travels and experiences on 

various journeys around the world. It made meal times very interesting. 

We were now looking forward to our next stop, Adelaide. Would it be as interesting 

as Freemantle and Perth? Betty Ashton. 
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 WHAT’S IN THE NEWS? 

An early ethical principle in medicine, dating from the time of Hippocrates, is ‘first do 

no harm’. Put in the context of modern medicine with its powerful treatments and 

ability to prolong life this is complex, balancing benefit against any suffering and side 

effects caused by treatment against the likely final outcome. In cash-limited health 

care it has also come to include an element of cost, whether provision of expensive 

treatment to one person will deprive others with more routine conditions of the care 

they need, which is harm viewed in a wider perspective, but more controversial. 

This summer most of the media featured the sad case of Charlie Gard, a little boy born 

with mitochondrial DNA depletion syndrome, a genetic condition resulting in 

progressive weakness, organ damage and death. It was never a question of saving the 

little boy’s life, but was one of whether to prolong it and for how long. From a medical 

perspective, it seems to me that the decision of the court to allow him to die, against 

the wishes of his parents, was the right one. 

Nevertheless, these end of life decisions are not easy and it always needs to be asked 

whose interests are the ones being considered, the patient’s or are these perhaps 

being obscured by other people’s interests, such as the relatives? Situations like these 

need to be handled very sensitively but also objectively. The decision to let Charlie die 

was, I believe, the compassionate one. 

Christianity has always put a high, but not an absolute, price on the sanctity of human 

life and we have the principle that in our treatment of other people we should always 

treat them as we would wish to be treated ourselves. This is a principle we can apply 

not just to decisions in medicine but more widely. The way we treat people, 

compassionately or otherwise, tells us to what extent we value them, be they 

patients, refugees, the homeless or otherwise in need. 

On being told to love his neighbour as himself, a lawyer asked Jesus who his 

neighbour was. Jesus refused to answer his question but instead told the parable of a 

man beaten and left for dead by robbers. He received no help from a priest or a 

Levite, both of whom passed by on the other side. It was the outsider, the Samaritan, 

who cared for him. Jesus then turns the lawyer’s question round and asks him which 

of these three was neighbour to the injured man. Which, by their treatment of him, 

gave him the status of being a neighbour. I believe the court’s decision was 

compassionate and valued Charlie as a human being.  Stan Pearson 
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QUESTION MARK 

Why are you Jason? Speechless, 

   Your soft face younger than its years, 

   Your eyes endlessly searching, 

   Your limbs limp and frail, 

   Passive in your chair, 

   Being pushed, 

   Being clothed, 

   Being fed, 

   Being wiped, 

   Being changed, 

   Being done to. 

Why are you Jason? You do no work, 

   You earn no wage, 

   You pass no test, 

   You have no power, 

   You achieve nothing for which the healthy fret and strain. 

Why are you Jason? When no one sees 

   I lay my hand upon your head, 

   Shutting my eyes 

   And struggling for faith 

   That moves mountains: 

   ‘For Christ’s sake stand up and speak’ 

   But you remain unmoved and murmurless. 

Why are you Jason? Is it that 

   You are to make what the hate-world needs most 

   More than work, 

   More than a wage, 

   More than passing tests, 

   More than power, 

   More than achieving with fret and strain? 

   Is it that you are 

   To make us loving, 

   To make us gentle, 

   To make us care? 

Why are you Jason? Is it that you are to free us from ourselves?  

         Canon Derek Price. 

Vulnerability is the heart of transformation. Donald Eadie 
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WHO’S WHO 

Minister   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Val Faint   2663433 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Malcolm Speed  2689506 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretary   Marion Bright   8084187  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 

Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham  273719 
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Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Anne Millett    2666910 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers    07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    07796272541  

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle     07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 

For the fulfilment of his purpose God needs more than priests, bishops, pastors and 

missionaries. He needs mechanics and chemists, gardeners and street sweepers, dress-

makers and cooks, tradesmen, physicians, philosophers, judges and shorthand typists. 

Paul Tournier  (Swiss physician and author 1898—1986) 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

QUIZ ANSWERS (with thanks to Ed Dodman) 

1. Batman 
2. Superman 
3. Wonder Woman 
4. Captain Marvel 
5. Bananaman 
6. Superted 
7. Spiderman 
8. Captain Underpants 
9. Ozymandias 
10. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
 
You need young children or grandchildren to be familiar with these—
Editor 
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